need to be read in conjunction with the others, since there are few procedural details and illustrations. Notable exceptions include the chapter on regional analgesia for bronchoscopy and intubation, and one on nerve stimulators.
The apparent contradictions between chapters do indeed stimulate rather than confuse, as the editors had hoped. Omissions in a few chapters do however reflect a degree of failure to progress on the part of those authors. There is no mention, for example, of isobaric bupivacaine in reference to orthopaedics where it has advantages over hyperbaric cinchocaine (misprinted as '5070'). It is discussed in the masterly chapter on 'Abdominal and Perineal Surgery' which follows.
There is a surprising number of printing errors for a publication of this standard and price. These are but minor criticisms of a book which should become an established regional anaesthetic text. Fellowship candidates will appreciate the succint and relevant presentation. For the practitioner who feels uneasy about employing regional blocks, there is much sound advice from the seventeen contributors. This book is a record of the Proceedings of the Third International Conference on Oxygen Radicals held in West Germany in July 1983. It has been produced by the camera-ready technique to allow earlier publication but this has meant some sacrifice in appearance. In fact it looks similar to the Abstracts of the American Society of Anest hesiologists meeting. However, there seem to be few typographical errors.
The editors state in the Preface that they 'hope this book brings an account of the latest developments in this fascinating area of research to both experienced workers and newcomers in the field as well as to an interested greater public'. While it succeeds in the first aim, this is not the material to turn to first if you are an interested member of the public. The book lacks any sort of introduction to Oxygen Radical chemistry or any historical review of Oxygen Radicals in biology. This means that members of the public or anaesthetic profession must look elsewhere for basic knowledge in this field.
The 1029 pages are divided into 11 sections grouping the papers concerned with the chemical properties of oxygen radicals, reactions of inorganic and organic radicals, fatty acid and lipid peroxidation, oxygen activation by metal complexes and metallo enzymes, singlet oxygen, oxygen radicals in radiation biology, detoxifying systems, superoxide dismutases, physiological aspects of oxygen radicals and medical aspects of oxygen radicals. This is followed by a forum discussion. However there are only a few papers which would be of interest to most anaesthetists as much of the material is concerned with inflammatory and immunological reactions. Despite this the book could provide an introduction to the literature of Oxygen Radicals as each paper is followed by a list of references. There is also a comprehensive index. This is not a book that tile practising anaesthetist needs in his library. 
